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Whereas these fundamental rights of national juris- 
prudence, namely, the right to life, the right to liberty, 
the right to the pursuit of happiness, the right to 
equality before the law, the right to property, and the 
right to the observance thereof, are, when stated in 
terms of international law, the right of the nation to 
exist and to protect and to conserve its existence; the 
right of independence and the freedom to develop itself 
without interference or control from other nations; the 
right of equality in law and before law; the right to 
territory within denned boundaries and to exclusive 
jurisdiction therein; and the right to the observance of 
these fundamental rights; and 

Whereas the rights and the duties of nations are, by 
virtue of membership in the society thereof, to be exer- 
cised and performed in accordance with the exigencies 
of their mutual interdependence expressed in the pre- 
amble to the Convention for the Pacific Settlement of 
International Disputes of the First and Second Hague 
Peace Conferences, recognizing the solidarity which 
unites the members of the society of civilized nations; 
it should therefore be universally maintained by the 
nations and peoples of the world, that: 

I. Every nation has the right to exist, and to protect 
and to conserve its existence; but this right neither 
implies the right nor justifies the act of the state to 
protect itself or to conserve its existence by the com- 
mission of unlawful acts against innocent and unoffend- 
ing states. 

II. Every nation has the right to independence in 
the sense that it has a right to the pursuit of happiness 
and is free to develop itself without interference or 
control from other states, provided that in so doing it 
does not interfere with or violate the rights of other 
states. 

III. Every nation is in law and before law the equal 
of every other nation belonging to the society of na- 
tions, and all' nations have the right to claim and, 
according to the Declaration of Independence of the 
United States, "to assume, among the powers of the 
earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws 
of nature and of nature's God entitle them." 

IV. Every nation has the right to territory within 
defined boundaries and to exercise exclusive jurisdiction 
over its territory, and all persons, whether native or 
foreign, found therein. 

V. Every nation entitled to a right by the law of 
nations is entitled to have that right respected and pro- 
tected by all other nations, for right and duty are cor- 
relative, and the right of one is the duty of all to observe. 

VI. International law is at one and the same time 
both national and international; national in the sense 
that it is the law of the land and applicable as such to 
the decision of all questions involving its principles; 
international in the sense that it is the law of the society 
of nations and applicable as such to all questions be- 
tween and among the members of the society of nations 
involving its principles. 



An historical commentary, showing the background of 
each of these principles, can be had by writing to the 
American Peace Society, 613 Colorado Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C— The Editor. 



THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF HABANA 

Adopted by the American Institute of International Law at 

Its Second Session in the City of Habana, Cuba, 

January 23, 1917. 

Whereas the independent existence of civilized na- 
tions and their solidarity of interests under the con- 
ditions of modern life has resulted in a society of na- 
tions; and 

Whereas the safety of nations and the welfare of their 
peoples depend upon the application to them of princi- 
ples of law and equity in their mutual relations as 
members of civilized society; and 

Whereas the law of nations can best be formulated 
and stated by the nations assembled for this purpose in 
international conferences; and 

Whereas it is in the interest of the society of nations 
that international agreements be made effective by rati- 
fication and observance on all occasions, and that some 
agency of the society of nations be constituted to act 
for it during the intervals between such conferences; 
and 

Whereas the principles of law and equity can best be 
ascertained and applied to the disputes between and 
among the nations by a court of justice accessible to all 
in the midst of the independent Powers forming the 
society of civilized nations ; 

Therefore the American Institute of International 
Law, at its second session, held in the city of Habana, in 
the Republic of Cuba, on the 23d day of January, 1917, 
adopts the following recommendations, to be known as 
its Recommendations of Habana: 

I. The call of a Third Hague Conference to which 
every country belonging to the society of nations shall 
be invited and in whose proceedings every such country 
shall participate. 

II. A stated meeting of The Hague Peace Conference 
which, thus meeting at regular, stated periods, will be- 
come a recommending if not a law-making body. 

III. An agreement of the states forming the society 
of nations concerning the call and procedure of the Con- 
ference, by which that institution shall become not only 
internationalized, but in which no nation shall take as 
of right a preponderating part. 

IV. The appointment of a committee, to meet at 
regular intervals between the conferences, charged with 
the duty of procuring the ratification of the conventions 
and declarations and of calling attention to the con- 
ventions and declarations in order to insure their ob- 
servance. 

V. An understanding upon certain fundamental prin- 
ciples of international law, as set forth in the Declara- 
tion of the Rights and Duties of Nations adopted by 
the American Institute of International Law on Jan- 
uary 6, 1916, which are themselves based upon decisions 
of English courts and of ' the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

VI. The creation of an international council of con- 
ciliation to consider, to discuss, and to report upon such 
questions of a non- justiciable character as may be sub- 
mitted to such council by an agreement of the Powers 
for this purpose. 

VII. The employment of good offices, mediation, and 
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friendly composition for the settlement of disputes of a 
non-justiciable nature. 

VIII. The principle of arbitration in the settlement 
of disputes of a non-justiciable nature; also of disputes 
of a justiciable nature which should be decided by a 
court of justice, but which have, through delay or mis- 
management, assumed such political importance that 
the nations prefer to submit them to arbiters of their 
own choice rather than to judges of a permanent ju- 
dicial tribunal. 

IX. The negotiation of a convention creating a ju- 
dicial union of the nations along the lines of the 
Universal Postal Union of 1906, to which all civilized 
nations and self-governing dominions are parties, pledg- 
ing the good faith of the contracting parties to submit 
their justiciable disputes — that is to say, their differ- 
ences involving law or equity — to a permanent court of 
this union, whose decisions will bind not only the liti- 
gating nations, but also all parties to its creation. 

X. The creation of an enlightened public opinion 
in behalf of peaceable settlement in general, and in 
particular in behalf of the foregoing nine propositions, 
in order that, if agreed to, they may be put into practice 
and become effective, in response to the appeal to that 
greatest of sanctions, "a decent respect to the opinions 
of mankind." 



SUGGESTIONS FOR A GOVERNED 
WORLD 

Adopted by the American Peace Society at its Ninety-third 
Annual Meeting in the City of Washington, 

May 27, 1921. 

The American Peace Society, mindful of the precepts 
of its founders, precepts which have been confirmed by 
the experience of the past hundred years, recurs in 
these days of storm and stress at home and of confusion 
and discord abroad, to these precepts and its own tra- 
ditions, and, confessing anew its faith in their feasibility 
and necessity, restates and resubmits to a hesitant, a 
suffering, and a war-torn world : 

That the voluntary union of States and their helpful 
co-operation for the attainment of their common ideals 
can only be effective if, and only so far as, "The rules 
of conduct governing individual relations between citi- 
zens or subjects of a civilized State are equally appli- 
cable as between enlightened nations"; 

That the. rules of conduct governing individual re- 
lations, and which must needs be expressed in terms 
of international law, relate to "the enjoyment of life 
and liberty with the means of acquiring and possessing 
property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and 
safety"; and, 

That these concepts, which are the very life and 
breath of reason and justice, upon which the Law of 
Nations is founded, must be a chief concern of nations, 
inasmuch as "Justice," and its administration, "is the 
great interest of man on earth." 

Therefore, realizing the conditions which confront 
the world at the termination of its greatest of wars; 
conscious that permanent relief can only come through 
standards of morality and principles of justice ex- 
pressed in rules of law, to the end that the conduct of 



nations shall be a regulated conduct, and that the 
government of the Union of States, as well as the 
government of each member thereof, shall be a govern- 
ment of laws, and not of men; and desiring to con- 
tribute to the extent, of its capacity, the American 
Peace Society ventures, at its ninety-third annual 
meeting, held in the city of Washington, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and twenty- 
one, to suggest, as calculated to incorporate these prin- 
ciples in the practice of nations, an international agree- 
ment: 

I. To institute Conferences of Nations, to meet at 
stated intervals, in continuation of the first two con- 
ferences of The Hague ; and 

To facilitate the labors of such conferences; to invite 
accredited institutions devoted to the study of interna^ 
tional law, to prepare projects for the consideration of 
governments, in advance of submission to the confer- 
ences; in order 

To restate and amend, reconcile and clarify, extend 
and advance the rules of international law which are 
indispensable to the permanent establishment and the 
successful administration of justice between and among 
nations. 

II. To convoke, as soon as practicable, a conference 
for the advancement of international law; to provide 
for its organization outside of the domination of any 
one nation or any limited group of nations ; to which 
conference every nation recognizing, accepting, and ap- 
plying international law in its relations with other na- 
tions, shall be invited, and in which all shall participate 
upon a footing of equality. 

III. To establish an Administrative Council to be 
composed of the diplomatic representatives accredited 
to the government of the State in which the conference 
for the advancement of international law convenes, 
which representatives shall, in addition to their ordinary 
functions as diplomatic agents, represent the common 
interests of the nations during the interval between suc- 
cessive conferences; and to provide that 

The president of the Administrative Council shall, 
according to diplomatic usage, be the Minister of For- 
eign Affairs of the country in which the conference con- 
venes ; 

An advisory committee shall be appointed by the Ad- 
ministrative Council from among its members, which 
shall meet at short, regular, and stated periods; 

The chairman of the advisory committee shall be 
elected by its members ; 

The advisory committee shall report the result of its 
labors to the Administrative Council; 

The members of the Administrative Council, having 
considered the report of the advisory committee, shall 
transmit their findings or recommendations to their 
respective governments, together with their collective 
or individual opinions, and that they shall act thereafter 
upon such findings and recommendations only in ac- 
cordance with instructions from the governments which 
they represent. 

IV. To authorize the Administrative Council to ap- 
point, outside its own members, an executive committee 
or secretary's office to perform such duties as the con- 



